
ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 1 MARCH 2018 

STREET LIGHTING IN BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 

 

STATEMENT FROM MR. W. LIQUORISH JP, WARD MEMBER FOR 

BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

 

First and foremost I have looked at the names on the petition. I know that Broughton 
Astley is one of the largest villages in Europe, if not the largest, but to be World 
renowned and Countrywide renowned is quite remarkable on such a local issue of 
street lighting, so I will not pay too much attention to the names recorded. 
 
I did some time ago put my points of view over to Mrs Julie Harding. I told her that 
we have a very good relationship with the Local Police Team in Broughton Astley, 
and would have high regard to any comments they make around street lighting 
problems, if any. She is right in saying that the Council made a decision on part night 
lighting, but she fails to say that it was after consultation with the residents through 
the Parish Council in Broughton Astley, and through the media including a 
Newsletter (Broughton Matters) which is circulated to every household. She also 
makes the point about people coming out of Public Houses after midnight. I would 
think on that score, that any vulnerable person would make arrangements to be 
transported home safely at that time of night. I also pointed out that there are savings 
on energy costs, carbon emissions and light pollution. I explained to Julie that I 
represent nearby villages, namely Ashby Magna/Parva, Leire, and Frolsworth. All 
have elected to control their own street lighting and have their own lamp systems to 
cut down on light pollution and to blend in with the village scene.  
I have had no direct approaches to me about Street lighting timings apart from two 
people being against the petition.  
 

Bill Liquorish JP CC 

County Councillor for the Broughton Division 
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STATEMENT FROM KIRSTY GAMBLE - RESIDENT OF BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

Dear Cllr Liquorish, 

 

I am aware from social media that there is currently a campaign to get Broughton’s 

street lights on all night. 

 

I disagree with this proposal and consider that with current funding pressures at LCC 

the money would be much better spent elsewhere! I also appreciate the darker sky & 

the difference between day and night! 

 

I have seen little published evidence about the reduction in crime with lighting 

(indeed we were burgled a couple of years ago whilst at work during the day). The 

idea of leaving every other light on is daft, as this will create dark spots where eyes 

will not be able to adjust. 

 

I’m not writing this as some sort of ‘reverse petition’ but to seek assurances that 

there will be a public consultation in advance of any decision being made in order 

that ALL residents’ concerns can be heard rather than just those on a social media 

‘crusade’. 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Kirsty Gamble 

Coronation Avenue, 

Broughton Astley 

 

 

 

STATEMENT FROM MR STEVE BEADLE - RESIDENT OF BROUGHTON 

ASTLEY 

I am informed that a campaign and petition may be presented to you requesting that 
street lighting is left on after midnight in the village. I am writing to urge you to reject 
this proposal, because I believe there is evidence that reactivating street 
lighting would be harmful to the village residents which you kindly serve.  

I would like to present several points supporting the current lighting arrangement, 
and request that these are communicated to any committees who have been asked 
to look in to this matter.  

The strongest argument against reactivating lighting in the small hours is that, 
contrary to opinion, there will be no impact on crime reduction. Please look at the 
Leicestershire crime statistics (Ref.1 below) and see that crime has fallen 

2



significantly from 2011 to 2016 since the lighting was turned off. The rise in 2017 
cannot be attributed to, or mitigated by turning lights back on and there is no valid 
argument that street lighting in the small hours will prevent crime. (Refer to 
research paper Ref.2) 

Secondly, I am sure that you would not want the additional energy costs to be 
borne either by the Parish or other local government body, as any further 
expenditure would add to the financial pressures of taxpayers and ultimately the 
Parish Council budget. Needless energy use also contributes to climate change, 
and the Council will want to be a good example in this respect.  

Furthermore, there is evidence that deactivating street lighting in the small hours 
does not impact road safety. (Ref.2) 

It is also widely recognised that street lighting is harmful to wildlife. Studies show 
depletion of species in permanently lit areas. Loss of wildlife and diversity will make 
our village all the poorer. (See Ref.3 from the RSPB.) 

For many villagers, with the street lights off, there is an opportunity to enjoy the night 
sky, one which would be denied to young and old if night lights were reactivated. 
(See Ref.5) 

Finally, and this will affect many villagers badly, street lighting affects the quality 
of sleep of many people. There has been much quality research in to this area, and 
the loss of sleep caused by street lighting is associated with various 
diseases. Recent large surveys (Ref.4) found that brighter residential nighttime 
lighting is associated with reduced sleep times, dissatisfaction with sleep quality, 
excessive sleepiness, impaired daytime functioning and obesity. Since street lighting 
has been deactivated in the early hours, it has largely been replaced by LED units. 
Unfortunately these emit a bluer light of a higher colour temperature, which has also 
been shown to have a more harmful effect on sleep and health. (Ref.6) 

While I appreciate that there is some concern about crime, is it that the fear of 
crime is driving opinions. I feel sure that the Parish, District and County Councils 
and the Police are already working hard to counter these perceptions. Are 
there other actions which could reassure residents instead of taking an 
unnecessary action? 

I append several references to scientific evidence and reports of studies to this 
email. There are more studies available to back these up further. Please can you 
convey this evidence to inform decision-making in this matter? 

With kind regards, and thank-you for your time.  

 S. Beadle, CEng, MIET. 
Leicester Road, Broughton Astley 
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REFERENCES 

1. Official Leicestershire Recorded Crime Statistics 

http://www.ukcrimestats.com/Police_Force/Leicestershire_Police 

  
2.  What is the contribution of street lighting to keeping us safe? An investigation into 
a policy.  Radical Statistics Issue 102.  Paul Marchant. 
http://www.radstats.org.uk/no102/Marchant102.pdf 
  
3. Is street lighting bad for birds? Lee Hollingsworth 

https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/bird-and-wildlife-guides/ask-an-
expert/previous/streetlighting.aspx 

  
4. AMA Adopts Guidance to Reduce Harm from High Intensity Street Lights. 
https://www.ama-assn.org/ama-adopts-guidance-reduce-harm-high-intensity-street-
lights 

  
5. The Lost LED Revolution: Light Pollution Is Increasing. Jan Hattenbach 
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/astronomy-news/lost-led-revolution-light-pollution-
increasing/ 
 

6. LED Street Lights Could Be Harmful to Your Health. Julie Fidler 
http://naturalsociety.com/led-street-lights-could-be-harmful-to-health-6187/ 
(& See referred papers). 
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ITEM 7 – PETITION: STREET LIGHTING IN BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

Hello, my name is Julie Harding and for the past couple of month's I 

have been petitioning for the lights to remain on in Broughton 

Astley. I have taken time to have a dialogue with people who feel 

similarly to me. Many do not feel safe walking around in our village. 

Whether that be late at night, or early in the morning. Within the 

past couple of months, there has been a growing number of 

burglaries, leaving people feeling even more uneasy. I started a 

petition online which gained 672 signatures, but I was informed that 

only 502 would count as some were living outside Leicestershire. 

Following this I decided to put pen to paper and hand out petitions in 

some shops and business around the village. This gained 367 

signatures in a week, and the dialogue from this once again 

confirmed that people were feeling unsafe in their own village. I 

know that the council are trying to save money somewhere, but I 

don’t think that those cuts should come at the cost of people's 

confidence and sense of security. The council stand to save a lot of 

money by investing in LED street lighting, which affords an 

unprecedented saving in both maintenance and running costs. The 

savings created by switching so many lights off in the early hours, is 

surely minimal to the overall council spend. This policy comes at the 

cost of people feeling insecure in their own village. However It states 

in the Leicester Mercury that there was already a £25million scheme 

to replace lighting across Leicester with LED bulbs in order to cut 

carbon emissions and cost. As quoted in the Leicester Mercury 'LED 

(bulbs) have a lifespan of about 20 years, with about 4 or 5 years for 

the older bulbs. They can be dimmed to save even more energy, 

avoiding the need for streetlights to be switched off at night.' If this 

is the case surely the need for a cut off time for the lights in our 

village is unnecessary?  
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I'm also aware that when lights are out and are in the process of 

being fixed, it is taking a very long period of time to do so; as was 

made clear on Byre Crescent and Devitt Way.  

I know from research that Oadby had their lights switched on 

because of a rise in crime, do we need to wait for things to get worse 

before we implement a solution? 
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